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Introducing the 
Kit for Multimodal 
Appreciation and 
Evaluation

This kit provides a set of practical 
exercises and a framework for 
valuing and assessing multimodal 
works. It recognizes their unique 
capacity to weave together and 
activate diverse media forms, 
collaborative practices, and public 
engagement while expanding the 
traditional boundaries of anthropo-
logical knowledge production.

This guide introduces the kit’s 
components and offers a brief de-
scription of how each might help 
to advance the evaluation and legit-
imacy of multimodal research.

INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR IMMERSION

Manifesto
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The manifesto is a ode to multimodality, a discursive 
framework and a handy companion on your journey 

to appreciate and evaluate more-than-textual re-
search. Or, to put it more bluntly: With it, you may 
change the landscape of evaluation as you know it. 

The manifesto provides the groundwork essential for 
understanding the challenges and opportunities that 

multimodality brings to anthropological research.  
It introduces and unpacks critical concepts – from 

collaboration and immersion to the multiplicity  
of versions and public engagement – that provide  

the theoretical depth and practical insights  
needed to contextualize and activate the  

other kit elements.
These instructions will help users to 
identify the manifold affordances of 
multimodal works, something that 

requires paying close attention to the 
aesthetic or sensuous dimensions 

of knowledge forms as well as both 
unlearning media conventions and  
newly sensitizing ourselves to what  

a research work is and can be.

Learning to more fully appreciate and 
thus properly evaluate multimodal 

works requires that we extend or push 
conventional standards of what counts 

as academic, relevant, and original 
beyond their association with text and 
writing. This kit component thus offers 

users an expanded set of valuation 
criteria for how to appreciate and  

evaluate multimodal works.

This guide to collective mapping primar-
ily aims to help makers of multimodal 

works to identify the collaborators, 
allies, networks, and other resources 

they need to thrive in the larger ecosys-
tems of knowledge production in  

which they are enmeshed.
This chart will help users to identify, 

articulate, and relate common 
challenges that arise from producing 

multimodal research. It offers an 
exercise that will aid in navigating 

these challenges, while also refining 
your understanding of what working 

multimodally entails. 

This kit component guides users through 
a joint assessment of a multimodal work. 

It is designed to bring evaluators into 
heightened awareness of the standards 

and decision-making processes they use 
when evaluating or reviewing a multi

modal work or project. This in turn 
should advance the goal of identifying 

and articulating standards of what con
stitutes a “good” multimodal work,  

as well as improving the multimodal  
work or project under review.

What’s missing in the kit

This kit is intentionally designed 
as an open-ended, dynamic resource. 
We are certain that there are di-
mensions we have overlooked and 
anticipate that new dimensions will 
emerge through its use. This is 
why you’ll find blank cards, expand-
able lists, adaptable templates, 
and blank pages throughout the 
kit – they are invitations for you 
to contribute your own insights, 
document new approaches, and expand 
the kit based on your experiences 
in appreciating and evaluating mul-
timodal works. Your engagement with 
the kit actively shapes its evolu-
tion, making it a lively and col-
lectively enriched resource rather 
than a fixed set of instructions.



List of Multimodal Reference Works

WORKSHOP
Visual Anthropologist doing a golden record
Matthaei & Konsorten 
Berlin, Münster / Germany 
2023 
https://goldenrecordstudios.earth/record/44

8.
THEATRE PLAY  
The man who almost killed himself 
2014 
https://granadacentre.co.uk/project/man-
almost-killed/

20.
VR IMMERSION  
NowHere Media 
Berlin / Germany
2014–ongoing 
https://www.nowheremedia.net/

32.
GRAPHIC ETHNOGRAPHY 
Forecasts: A Story of Weather and Finance 
at the Edge of Disaster
USA, Paraguay, Australia 
2023 
https://utppublishing.com/doi/
book/10.3138/9781487542238 

44.

GAME 
House of Gossip
Berlin / Germany
2018–2021
https://www2.hu-berlin.de/stadtlabor/
house-of-gossip-assembly/ 

1.
WEBSITE 
Anthropology by the wire
USA
ongoing 
https://anthropologybythewire-blog.tumblr.com/

→	�The List of Multimodal Reference Works presents notable examples collected in 2023 
in order to study and compare the aesthetic, multisensory, and methodological  
affordances of more-than-textual and multimodal works, serving not as an exhaustive 
collection but as an inspirational starting point for further exploration.

13.
PARTICIPATORY FILM 
The Maribor Uprisings
Slovenia
2017 
https://mariboruprisings.org/howitworks

25.
BOOK 
Iru: The Remarkable Life of Irawati Karve
Urmilla Deshpande and Thiago Pinto Barbosa
Speaking Tiger Books

37.

BOOK, FILMS & WEBSITE 
Sawt, Bodies, Species
Gilles Aubry, Norient  
Morocco, Germany
2023 
https://norient.com/sawt-bodies-species 

2.
WEBSITE  
Asthma files 
http://theasthmafiles.org 

14.
FILM 
Tivoli Stories Project
USA, Jamaica
2018 
https://www.tivolistories.com/

26.
SOUND INSTALLATION  
Rituals 
Berlin / Germany
2016 
https://blog.berlin.bard.edu/berlin-week-
end-rituals-installation-opening/

38.

WEBSITE 
Encounter
Berlin / Germany
2018–ongoing 
https://www.encounter-blog.com/de/

3.
WEBSITE  
Matsutake Worlds 
http://www.matsutakeworlds.org/ 

15.
FILM  
Two Laws 
Australia
1982 
https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/two-
laws/notes/ 

27.
SOUND INSTALLATION 
Mosaic Mosaique
Douala / Cameroon, Berlin / Germany  
2010 
https://www.gruenrekorder.de/?pa-
ge_id=10742&fbclid=IwAR01EW5mOs5X1mYLGWrL-
FnBBo4mY72gcdq0jHhsWGY9En3QQV4Ea_HYiDWw 

39.

PERFORMANCE/WORKSHOP 
Affect Theater
2016–ongoing 
https://affecttheater.com/practice.html

4.
FILM 
Karrabing Film Collective
ongoing 
https://karrabing.info/karrabing-film-
collective 

16.
WEB-DOKU  
Welcome to Pine Point 
Canada
2011 
https://pinepoint.nfb.ca/

28.
SONIC ETHNOGRAPHY 
Expedition content
Netherlands, New Guinea 
2020 
https://ek.klingt.org/expeditioncontent 

40.

GRAPHIC ETHNOGRAPHY 
King of Bangkok
Claudio Sopranzetti, Sara Fabbri and 
Chiara Natalucci  
2021 
https://utppublishing.com/doi/
book/10.3138/9781487526412 

5.
PERFORMANCE  
I was never alone 
Toronto / Canada, Russia 
2015–2018 
https://iwasneveralone.org/ 

17.
FILM 
Bagamoyo Film collective
Tanzania, Germany
2015–ongoing 
www.bafico.org

29.
FILM  
Mankamana 
Nepal, USA 
2014 
https://dafilms.com/film/9287-manakamana

41.

AUDIO/VISUAL PRESENTATION 
Making Worlds Otherwise
Miyarrka Media
2020 
https://miyarrkamedia.com/bauman_
portfolio/making-worlds-otherwise/ 

6.
PROJECT 
platform PECE
University of California  
Irvine / US 
ongoing 
https://worldpece.org/ 

18.
URBAN INTERVENTION  
EBANO Collective  
Lisboa / Portugal
2012–ongoing 
https://www.ebanocollective.org/ 

30.
FILM 
Making sweet tea
North Caroline / USA 
2008 
https://sweetteafilm.com/ 

42.

INSTALLATION  
/ch bi vo do. Am / from here? 
Mariana Farias Egues  
Berlin / Germany, Basel / Switzerland 
2022

7.
URBAN PEDAGOGY PROJECT  
Ciudad Escuela 
Madrid / Spain 
ongoing 
https://ciudad-escuela.org/about/

19.
WEBSITE  
The Affect and Colonialism Web Lab 
Germany, International
ongoing 
https://affect-and-colonialism.net/ 

31.
GRAPHIC ETHNOGRAPHY 
Lissa: A Story about Medical Promise, 
Friendship, and Revolution
Egypt 
2017 
https://lissagraphicnovel.com/ 

43.

WEBSITE 
Kaleidos
Ecuador 
https://www.kaleidos.ec/

9.
WEBSITE 
Ageing in a time of mobility
Max Planck Research Group 
Germany, Transnational 
https://www.ageingandmobility.com/about-us/

21.
COLLAGE 
Leniqueca A. Welcome
Washington / USA 
2016–20 
https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca/
article/view/5464

33.
STUDENT PROJECT 
Cultural Anthropology, Childhood Studies, 
Design Thinking
Berlin / Germany 
2018–2022 
https://marvelapp.com/prototype/8ge0a4f/
screen/70490941 

45.

GAME 
Waste What?
Berlin / Germany
2023 
https://www2.hu-berlin.de/stadtlabor/
publication/waste-what/ 

10.
MUSIC ARCHIVE AND FESTIVAL 
Echoes of the valley
Kathmanu / Nepal  
since 2017–ongoing 
https://www.echoesinthevalley.com/

22.
BOOK  
Delta Worlds 
Germany, Brazil, Canada, Myanmar, Senegal  
2023 
https://delta.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/
outputs/books/delta-worlds 

34.
EXHIBITION / PERFORMANCE / WEBSITE 
Ay Kash/If Only
Germany, Afghanistan 
2023 
http://www.underthestarryafghansky.
com/#about

46.

GAME 
Frack the game
California / USA 
https://frackthegame.com/ 

11.
SOUND POEMS  
Sound Poems 
Leah Zani 
Oakland California, Denmark, Laos  
2022 
https://www.leahzani.com/post/how-to-write-
fieldpoetry-sound-poems

23.
MOTION COMIC 
Motion Comics as Memory Work
Germany
2019–ongoing 
https://mocom-memories.de/ 

35.
PODCAST  
Timezones 
Norient 
Bern / Switzerland, Transnational  
2020–ongoing 
https://norient.com/timezones

47.

BOOK 
Phone & Spear: A Yuta Anthropology
Miyarrka Media 
London: Goldsmiths Press 
2019 
https://phone-and-spear.pubpub.org

12.
VIRTUAL EXHIBITION  
Decolonial Movements in Greenland 
Laura Lennert Jensen, Anne Chahine, Vivi Vold 
2021 
https://annechahine.com/2021/07/21/decolonial-
movements-in-greenland/ 

24.
EXHIBITION 
Geography of ghosts
Austria 
2023 
https://mlab.unibe.ch/geography-of-ghosts/

36.
PUBLIC CITY WALK  
Decolonial Flânerie 
Amo Collective Berlin 
Berlin / Germany
2020-ongoing
https://amo-collective.org/Decolonial-
Flanerie-2023

48.
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